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Gabon 
Gabon: UNITA Leader Arrives for Meeting With 
Angola’s Dos Santos 


M#0103070696 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 0600 GMT 1 Mar 96 


[FBIS Translated Text} Jonas Savimbi, leader of the 
National Union for the Total Independence of Angola 
(UNITA], arrived in Libreville on 29 February for a 
meeting with President Jose Eduardo dos Santos. Also 
on 29 February, Savimbi was received in audience by 
President Omar Bongo. President Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos is scheduled to leave for Libreville at about 0630. 


Rwanda 
Rwanda: Former Interior Minister on Attack, New 
Political Group 


BR2902154996 Brussels LE SOIR tn French 
29 Feb 96 p2 


[Interview with Seth Sendashonga, tormer Rwandan in- 
terior minister in the Rwandan Patriouc Front govern- 
ment, by Frederique Sprang in Nairobi; date not given: 
“The Development of the Present Rwandan Government 
and the Accusations of Violence | 


{[FBIS Translated Text] [Sprang] Why were you the 
target of an attempted assassination on Monday evening 
(26 February] in Nairobi, after having been lured into a 
trap” 


[Sendashonga] Perhaps the Kigali government thought I 
had a lot of information which could be damaging to the 
regime if divulged. | am thinking in parucular of the 700 
letters | wrote in one year as minister to the president, 
deputy prime minister, and defense minister regarding 
crimes committed by the Army. But I tried to convince 
everybody that I was acung out of complete loyalty and 
honesty, by which I mean respecting all confidentiality. 
But it seems these people failed to understand this. i tell 
you quite categorically, I did not keep personal copies 
of the daily letters | was able to address to these persons 
concerning the very serious acts committed by the Army 
against the population. These copies have remained at 
the Interior Ministry and with the recipients. 


(Sprang) “Vhy did you resign as interior ininister last 
August? 
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[Sendashonga] It was precisely this accumulauion of acts 
of violence committed by the Army against the popu- 
{ation and which, over the months, went unpunished, 
which finally compelled me to resign. Under these con- 
ditions I felt that the government should have taken the 
necessary decisions. 


The cabinet meeting of 25 August was decisive in the 
sense that my attempt to initiate a calm discussion led 
to the dismissal, or resignation, of the prime minister, 
however seople choose to describe it; and realizing 
that General Kagame was more inclined to destroy than 
discuss, | drew the necessary conclusions and resigned 


[Sprang] It has been said that you are in the process of 
setting up a new political organization”? 


[Sendashonga] Yes, it is true that it would be an act of 
betrayal on our part to abandon this population which 
we had convinced, after the genocide and the war, to 
Stay pul and place its trust in the new regime. We felt 
that even if we are no longer in the government we must 
develop a project for society, a combat which gives hope 
to the Rwandan people. 


We have set out the main lines of this project and | 
was due to travel to Brussels on 28 February in order 
to finalize this political manifesto drawn up together 
with my friends, including the former Rwandan Prime 
Minister Faustin Twagiramungu who is in Brussels, and 
others who are in Switzerland and Nairobi. 


[Sprang] !* seems that this new organization has drawn 
up a 100-page document which 1s quite critical of the 
new regime? 


[Sendashonga] This document was circulated among 4 
limited group of Rwandans and in a number of diplo- 
matic circles, on 13 February, and it is noi impossible 
that it fell into the hands of certain members of the Ki- 
gali regime and they decided to eliminate one of the 
document's principal authors. 


It is true that we do not exactly paint a rosy picture 
of the present situation in Rwanda and we are just as 
critical of the First and Second Republics as the one 
which is now being set up. 


This report may contain copyrighted matenal Copying and disseminaton 
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Ethiopia 


Ethiopia: Eritrean Foreign Minister Briefs OAU 
Ministerial Summit 


EA2802132196 Asmara Voice of the Broad Masses of 
Eritrea in Tigrinya 1600 GMT 27 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Text) Foreign Minister Petros 
Solomon has called upon African countries to coop- 
erate with the Eritrean Government in its continuous 
efforts to resolve the dispute between Eritrea and 
Yemen peacefully 


Mr. Petros made this call today while briefing the 64rd 
OAU Ministerial Summit on the development of the 
dispute between Eritrea and Yemen over the Zuqur- 
Hanish archipelago. In hts statement, Mr. Petros said the 
Eritrean Government was doing everything possible to 
solve the issue in a legal and peaceful manner. However, 
he said, the Yemeni Government was prevarice'ing over 
ihe issue. 


Mr. Petros thanked the governments of Ethiopia, Egypt, 
the OAU secretary general, the UN Secretary General, 
the French Government and others for their (?tmely) 
initiatives toward resolving the issue peacetully. 


The Eritrean delegation led by Mr. Petros Solomon 
is currently attending the OAU Ministerial Summit 
which opened in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, yesterday, the 
Eritrean Embassy in Ethiopia has reported. 


Tanzania 


Tanzania: National Radio Station Made 
‘Independent Parastatal’ 

FA2802140396 Dar es Salaam Radio Tanzania 
Network in Swahili. 1700 GMT 27 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] The government has said tt 
would continue to own Radio Tanzania despite its de- 
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cision to make the insutution self-reliant. The govern- 
ment’s posivon on the future of Radio Tanzania was de- 
fined in Arusha on 27 February by a minister of state in 
the prime minister's office, Mr. Bakari Mbonde, when 
he opened a four-day workshop to evaluate programs 
and commercial adverusements broadcast by [word 1n- 
disunct}) Tanzania. He said the government intended 
making Radio Tanzania an independent parastatal. Gov- 
ernment was aware of the problems of equipment facing 
the radio station, and efforts were being made to ensure 
that such problems were resolved to enable Radio Tan- 
Zania to improve its Output for the benefit of the entre 
nauon. 


He called on the workshop participants, who comprise 
representatives from various instituuons adverusing on 
Radio Tanzamia, to continue making use of Radio 
Tanzania, as it was the only national radio station with 
a large audience 


Minister Mbonde also urged the instituuons and the pub- 
lnc in general to send announcements and adverusements 
to the new radio station, City Radio FM Stereo, which 
broadcasts to the city of Dar es Salaam and its suburbs. 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
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South Africa: Mandela, Mbeki Expected on ‘Secret’ 
Visit to Swaziland 


MBO0103091496 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0909 GMT | Mar 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text) MBABANE March | SAPA 
-— President Nelson Mandela and his Deputy Thabo 
Mbeki were due in Swaziland on Friday for talks with 
Swazi King Mswati Ill at the king’s Lozitha Palace, 
sources told a SAPA correspondent. 


The visit was not immediately confirmed by the pres- 
ident’s office. The sources said Mandela and Mbeki 
would land at Matsapa Airport around midday. The ‘‘se- 
cret" one-day visit was arranged after Mswati's pro- 
posed visit to South Africa on Friday (today) was can- 
celled due to advance publicity in the South African 
media, the sources said. 


South Africa: Mbeki Not Joining Mandela on Visit 
to Swaziland 


MBO103094296 Johannesbure SAPA in English 
0942 GMT I! Mar 96 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] MBABANE March | SAPA 
— President Nelson Mandela was due in Swaziland 
around midday on Fnday for talks with Swazi King 
Mswati III at the king's Lozitha Palace, Mandela's 
spokeswoman Priscilla Naidoo confirmed. 


Deputy President Thabo Mbeki was not part of the 
delegation, she said, denying earlier reports to this 
effect. Sources told a SAPA correspondent Mandela was 
expected to land at Matsapa Airport about 40km from 
the Swazi capital Mbabane. The secret” one-day visit 
was arranged after Mswati’s proposed visit to South 
Africa on Priday (today) was cancelled due to advance 
publicity in the South African media, the sources said. 


Mandela is understood to have closely monitored Swazi- 
land's political situation, particularly popular demands 
for reform and introduction of a multiparty system. 


South Africa: Cuban Ambassador on Shooting of 
U.S. Planes, Other Issues 


MBO0103112296 Johannesburg NEW NATION 
in English Mar 96 p/l 


[Interview with Cuban Ambassador to South Africa 
Angel Dalmau by Jimmy Seepe, place and date not 
given] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] How do you justify the 
shooting down of the two U.S. planes? 


These flights, operated by Cuban dissidents who are 
based in the United States of America, have been 
harassing Cuba for the past 20 months. In that time there 
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have been no less than 25 violations of our airspace. 
On each occasion, our government sent a nouce to the 
U.S. about the date, ume and place of the violation. 
Our ground control repeatedly warned the pilots about 
the violations but they ignored the warnings. We told 
the U.S. authorities that they needed to do something 
about the violauons because the planes were coming 
from their territory. Each tume, the U.S. promised to 
look into the matter. But they never did anything about 
i. 


These groups have received the biessing of the U.S 
government to do whatever they can against our gov- 
ernment. They even started overflying Havana and drop- 
ping subversive leaflets. We told hem that no country in 
the world would allow planes from outside its borders 
to fly over its airspace and drop inciting leaflets. 


Cuba did not have many choices. These people were 
trying to provoke a tense situauion between us and the 
U.S.. They had come to the conclusion that Cuba was 
atraid to protect its sovereignty. 


President Bill Clinton's statements that the planes were 
shot down in international airspace is laughable, and the 
United Nations, by tabling a resoluuon against Cuba, 
has once again shown its immoral double standards 
when dealing with the U:S.. 


How long can Cuba continue to withstand the U.S. 
economic blockade that has been in force for the past 
35 years? 


The U.S. ts the only country that has an economic 
blockade against Cuba. Cuba has diplomatic relations 
with 156 countries. We are, therefore, not isolated. Of 
course, if we could get a market closer to us that would 
help. Bul, we can survive without the U.S.. What is 
at issue 1s that they cannot accept the fact that a small 
independent country such as Cuba can stand up to them. 
They can't accept that we want to dictate our own future 
as much as they want to dictate theirs 


We want to see a situation where the tension that exists 
between ourselves disappears. But that should not come 
at the expense of our sovereignty. 


How does Cuba view the attempts by the U.S. to get 
South Africa to sever ties with it? 


What 1s important here ts not the attempt, since the 
U.S. government does that all over the world. U.S. 
ambassadors have, as part of their work, been instructed 
to try and force countries not to send its people to 
Cuba or allow any business or technology exchanges 
But they haven't succeeded in spite of their power. The 
European Union has told them that they do not accept 
an embargo against Cuba. Even two of the U.S.'s main 
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trading partners in North America, Canada and Mexico, 
have maintained good trade reiations with us. The U.S. 
is fighting a lost battle against our country. 


Cuba appreciates Presideut Nelson Mandela's recent 
principled position regarding U.S. attempts to force him 
to cut ues with us. Our relations with South Africa have 
nothing to do with what happens between Cuba and the 
US. 


What sort of foreign policy does Cuba want to 
pursue in southern Africa? 


Cuba has been involved in southern Africa by providing 
humanitarian assistance such as doctors, education and 
training. We have trained more than 25,000 people from 
this region in the last 20 years. Cuba's economy is not 
in good shape but we have abundant human resources. 
We have thousands of doctors which we have provided 
io many southern African countries. We are aware that 
we cannot provide loans for these governments, or any 
investment. But we have invested in human resources 
and we're prepared to commit ourselves in that regard. 


Does Cuba believe that perestroika can provide 
answers to its internal problems? 


Cuba started introducing reforms prior to the Soviet 
‘Jnion’s perestroika, which was introduced by Mikhael 
Gorbachev in 1986. After the collapse of the Soviet 
Union, our economy was badly affected because we 
lost a lot of trading partners. Cuba lost 75 percent 
of its earnings and had problems trying to survive as 
a socialist country surrounded by a hostile capitalist 
world not ready to co-operate with us. We have since 
introduced a mixed economy where we have started 
allowing private companies to operate. 


We have introduced changes to our economy and are 
opening up our markets. Foreign investment is coming 
to the country but we are keeping control of the 
situauion. When foreign companies come into Cuba, 
a commission analyses the benefits that would accrue 
from such investment. We have to look at our own 
interests. Yes, we want foreign investment but that 
should not be at our own expense. 


There is no way that a socialist country can introduce 
capitalist formulas and expect that everything will be 
like before. That is why we are introducing all these 
changes in a gradual way. 

The U.S. government seems to be waiting for the 


Cuban masses to rise up against Fidel Castro. Will 
this ever happen? 


What the U.S. is expecting to happen to Cuba today, 
happened 37 years ago on January 1, 1959 — the day 
that the Cuban people, led by Castro, took power. We 
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have elections in Cuba every five years. If the Cuban 
people feel that they want to change the government, 
they could do that peacefully. More than 98 percent of 
the people are represented in government. So, no, we do 
not see any possibility of an uprising in Cuba against 
the government. 


Has the Cuban government groomed a successor to 
Castro? 


When that time comes, a decision will be taken. Nobody 
is talking about that at the moment. But we accept 
that Castro is human like everyone. Castro will be 
70 in August this year — an age far below that of 
President Mandela (who is 77) and someone such as 
U.S. presidential candidate, Bob Dole (73). We have 
hopes that Fidel will last. Castro does not enforce his 
rule on anyone in the country, You will be surprised to 
learn that Castro has less power than the U.S. president 
or even those in Western countries. 


There has been a deliberate attempt by certain countries 
and people to present an image of Castro as a dictator. 
Bul, there is broad consultauon in government on 
important issues. Castro is very important to the country 
and we want him to continue being with us. 


South Africa: Editorial Criticizes U.S. Boycott of 
Cuba 

MBO0103085796 Johannesburg BEELD tn Afrikaass 
28 Feb 96 p 10 


[Editorial: “Cuba Issue’ | 


{[FBIS Translated Text} There can be no excuse for a 
deed such as the shooting down of unarmed civilian 
aircraft committed last week by Cuba; neither can there 
be any moral and legal justification whatsoever for the 
acuion. 


But U.S. criticism about the incident might have been 
too harsh. More success can be achieved with an 
approach between that of President Bill Clinton’s and 
President Nelson Mandela's uncritical attitude. 


International law leaves no room for misunderstandings 
regarding Cuba's action. If an aircraft violates another 
country’s airspace, that country has the nght to give the 
aircraft a military escort, or to force it to a landing strip 
within its borders and arrest the pilot and crew. Such an 
aircraft should, however, not be shot down 


Al the same time, it 1s an open question whether Presi- 
dent Clinton's decision to intensify the boycott against 
Cuba is a sensible line of action. The fundamental ques- 
tion here is how the communist dictatorship in Cuba 
can be ended. An internal revolt seems unlikely largely 
because many discontented Cubans prefer to go to the 
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United States as exiles rather than stay home to fight 
for a democratic revoluuon, 


In fact, the boycott gives the regime in Havana an ar- 
gument to muster internal support against “U.S. imperi- 
alis:n.” 


lt would be better to crack open the closed communist 
system through increased contact. It is, for example, 
what Europe and Laun America are doing. 


Each one of these countries maintains businesslike, es- 
pecially economically, ues with Cuba without notce- 
able resistance from the international community. Yet 
these businesslike ties go hand in hand with consider- 
able political aloofness: No one is really friends with 
Fide! Castro. 


This is the sort of attitude South Africa also should 
adopt. 


South Africa: Deput- President Mbeki Opens ANC 
Youth Congress in Durban 


MB2902205796 Johannesburg SABC 2 Television 
Network in Sctho 1630 GMT 29 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Deputy President, Thabo 
Mbeki, has urged the ANC youth to unite in their 
efforts to reconstruct South Africa. Mr. Mbeki was 
adressing the opening of the 19th ANC Youth Con- 
gress in Durban today where lie expressed his and 
government's support for the newly established youth 
commission, This ts the first ANC Youth Congress 
since the ANC has come to power. The concern of 
most of the congress parucipants was the government's 
failure to end violence in KwaZulw/Natal. ANC Chair- 
man, Jacob Zuma, accompanied by My. Walter Sisulu 
remarked about the violent crimes in the area. 


[Begin recording} [Sisulu, in English} Can we pride 
ourselves for days without feeling ashamed about this 
aspect’? We have made great strides in history and we 
have defeated all evils that blocked our way. Why can’t 
we solve this problem of Natal? 


[Unidentified SABC correspondent] In his speech, Mr. 
Mbeki encouraged the ANC youth to discuss problems 
facing them. 


[Mbeki in English] The success of this congress will be 
judged by its ability to work out policy positions and a 
clear method of action, whose fundamental thrust will 
be the promotion of transformation and the enhancement 
of the process of democratization. 


[Reporter] Mr. Mbeki reiterated support for the National 
Youth Forum, and the Youth Commission, which will 
he headed by President Nelson Mandela. [end recor ding] 
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South Africa: Deputy Speaker Condemns ANC’s 
Yengeni’s ‘Racial’ Remark 


MBO103080196 Johannesburg SABC 2 Television 
Network in English OSOO GMT 1 Mar 96 


([FBIS Transcribed Text) National Assembly Deputy 
Speaker Bhadra Ranchod has condemned a remark 
made by ANC MP Tony Yengeni during a parliamen- 
tary debate on Wednesday [28 February]. Mr. Yengen) 
had said that most whites in South Africa had accumu- 
lated their wealth by stealing it from blacks. Dr. Ran- 
chod said this was an offensive racial generalizauon 
which could only damage the reconciliauon process. 
When asked to withdraw his statement, Mr. Yengeni 
said he could not withdraw his general belief, but would 
withdraw any implication against any specific member 
of the house. 


South Africa: Roelf Meyer Says Next NP Leader 
‘Could Be Black’ 


MB2902165596 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1500 GMT 29 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The next leader of the National 
Party [NP] could be black. The NP secretary general, 
Mr. Roelf Meyer, who leaves his Constitutional Affairs 
portfolio today, says the NP has to be overhauled to 
make it a reflection of SA’s [South Africa] population 
makeup. He's been appointed secretary general to 
transform the party, 


{Begin Meyer recording] This is what we have to ensure, 
heing the case, in other words, that a black person 
becoming leader of the Natonal Party must be the most 
natural thing. {end recording] 


Mr. Meyer says he's satisfied with what has been 
achieved on the consttutionai level in South Africa. 
He says the process of bringing democracy to South 
Atrica has been a success. What now remains, he says, 
is to entrench the culture of multiparty democracy in 
the country. 


South African Press Review for 29 Feb 
MB24.)2141096 


[FBIS Report} 


THE STAR 


ANC Youth League Risks Becoming Irrelevant 

According to Justice Malala in an article on page 
18 of Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 29 
February, the ANC Youth League, ANCYL, 1s “riven 
with differences among its leaders, by petty jealousies 
and by manipulation by figures out to capitalise on its 
past glories.” The ANCYL “has failed, like many other 
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formations, to say anything that is relevant’ to the youth 
in South Africa today. Ii is “trying to be a political party” 
like its mother body. The ANC YL is advised to “move 
away from the petty jealousies that have plagued it in 
the past few years and take its place as a leader in youth 
affairs. It has no choice in the matter. If it does not do 
this, its national congress this week will probably be 
its last congress before it closes shop, consigned to the 
history books as yet another organisation which could 
not deal with the challenges of the new South Africa.” 


SOWETAN 


Blacks Unlikely To Accept Afrikaner Homeland — 
Commenting on the Afrikaner proposal to the Const- 
tutional Assembly for a tenth province for Afrikaners, 
Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 29 January in a 
page-16 editorial has "no objection in principle to talks 
being held to try to find a solution.” However, SOWE- 
TAN asks “on whose behalf” those who seek a home- 
land are speaking. "We seriously doubt that it is all white 
Afrikaans-speakers who would wish to abandon their 
jobs and homes to trek to some new place with an un- 
certain future.” SOWETAN concludes that "blacks are 
unlikely to accept social engineering that turns them into 
an artificial minority and marks out parts of the country 
as white areas where blacks have fewer or no rights at 
all.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


ANC: No Intention of Conceding Afrikaner Homeland 
— “The howls of dismay from the ANC over the 
Volkstaat [Afrikaner homeland] Council's call for an 
Afrikaner province seem somewhat disingenuous, given 
that it created the council precisely to formulate a 
blueprint for a volkstaat,” notes a page-20 editonal 
in Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 29 
February. But, the reaction is also “not surprising” since 
the council idea “was a sop to Afrikaner separatists 
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in the pre-elecuon period, aimed at defusing their 
perceived potential for violence. At no stage has the 
ANC had any intention of conceding Afrikaner home 
rule.” 


THE CITIZEN 


Afrikaners To Lose Homeland Battle — “We never 
for a moment believed that the government, meaning 
the ANC, would give Afrikaners a volkstaal,” notes 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 28 February 
in its page-6 editorial. Now that an “Afrikaner backlash” 
is unlikely, and “with a Bosnan-like situation in South 
Africa even more unlikely, tie ANC can afford to 
do very much as it pleases.” Furthermore, Afrikaners 
themselves are “not of one mind about the form 
of a volkstaat’.” THE CITIZEN concludes that the 
future of the Afrikaner, culturally and in terms of his 
language, “will be determined within the republic - 
and unfortunately for the Afrikaner, he 1s in danger of 
losing the battle.” 


CAPE TIMES 


Illegal Phone Tapping, Interception of Letters Continues 
— Reports of illegal telephone bugging and interception 
of faxes by South Africa’s intelligence services “are 
a most disquieung phenomenon,” declares a page-6 
editorial in Cape Town CAPE TIMES in English on 
22 February. Independent Newspapers’s investigative 
unit has information, “confirmed unofficially,” that some 
of the communications tapped “are those of randumly 
chosen individuals and thus constitute a direct invasion 
of law-abiding citizens’ privacy.” Many of the people 
whose mail the former government interfered with and 
whose telephones it tapped ‘are themselves now in 
government.” “The faceless Big Brother of old, it seems, 
is still around.” 
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Angola 


Angola: FNLA Appeals for Peace, National 
Reconciliation Conference 


MB2902134096 Luanda i PA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 28 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text} The Angola National Liberauon 
Front, FNLA, said in Luanda on 28 February that it is 
worried about the delays in the Lusaka Protocol's imple- 
mentation. The FNLA says only peace can bring well- 
being to Angola and strengthen multiparty democracy. 
In a news conference at the Anibal de Melo Center to- 
day, the FNLA called for a peace and national reconcil- 
iation conference as the only means of achieving lasting 
peace. The FNLA says it is unhappy with the evoluuon 
of the country’s poliucal and socioeconomic situation, 
adding tha 15 months after the Lusaka Protocol was 
signed, it has been very difficult to implement it. This 
contradicts the opumism showed by the key players in 
the peace process. 


{Begin FNLA official N’ gola Kabango recording] After 
a protracted war marked by renewed insututional crises, 
a nationwide conference would not be a violation of the 
Constitution. Far from it. It is normal for truly demo- 
cratic regimes to overcome political and institutional 
crises. That is what we propose in a nutshell. The hold- 
ing of a peace and national reconciliation conference is 
the only patriouc and indispensable way that is likely to 
move Angolan society out of the economic marasmus 
and the political and social chaos it is facing. 


We would like to reiterate our patriotic appeal to the 
sides involved in the military conflict to facilitate the 
movement of people and goods throughout the country. 
{end recording] 


Angola: UNITA Denies Shooting Down 
Government Aircraft 


MB2902152496 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1200 GMT 29 Feb 96 


{"Communique” issued by the National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola Information Secretanat 
in Bailundo on 28 February] 


[FBIS Translated Text] It has been reported that an 
Antonov-12 aircraft belonging to the government 
crashed at Lucapa Airport at about 0730 (0530 GMT] 
on 27 February due to excess weight and poor visi- 
bility. The National Union for the Tota! Independence 
of Angola [UNITA] reminds the Angolan and inter- 
national communities that Lucapa was the capital of 
Lunda Norte, but for purely military purposes it was 
transformed into a base for South African mercenaries 
who are preparing a major attack on UNITA positions. 
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UNITA strongly denies the speculation that the govern 
ment aircraft was shot down by tts forces and takes this 
opportunity to vigorously denounce all military assis 
tance to the government, wherever it comes from, since 
this encourages warmongering people who profit trom 
war to continue fighting. The tradition of lies and manip 
ulauion of public opimion by the former Soviet Union's 
proteges is sull an integral part of thei culture. The UN 
Angola Verificauon Mission-4 [Unavem-4) should im- 
mediately investigate this ploy for the Angolan people 
to know once and for all who wants war and who wants 
to work for peace. 


[Issued] Bailundo, 28 February 1996 


[Signed | 
Dachala 


Information Secretary) Marcial Adrian 


Angola: Parliament Approves Nation Joining Trade 
Organization 


MB2902183396 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1600 GMT 29 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text) The National Assembly hetd 
a plenary session in the Congress Palace today and 
approved Angola becoming a member of the World 
Trade Organization. Angola joined the organization in 
Marrakech in April 1994, with the signing of the tinal 
Uruguay Round [preceding word in English} document 
For the agreement to be valid, it needed the approval 
of the National Assembly and this was granted today 
The President of the Republic also needs to rauty the 
document. By joing the World Trade Organi. ton, 
Angola will gain access to a system of goods and 
SCTVICES. 


Angola: President’s Message Delivered to Gabon’'s 
President Bongo 


MBO103070596 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 29 Foi 


IFBIS Translated Text} Gabonese President Omar 
Bongo today received a message from Jose Eduardo 
dos Santos, his Angolan counterpart. The message was 
delivered by Foreign Minister Venancio de Moura 
Interviewed in Libreville on 29 February, De Moura 
said the disarming of UNITA [National Union for 
the Total Independence of Angola] soldiers is what 
matters to the government. President Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos and UNITA leader Jonas Savimh wi!l meet 
in Libreville on | March to discuss issues related to 
the Lusaka Protocol, namely the integration of UNITA 
soldiers into the Angolan Armed Forces 


[Begin De Moura recording. in French fading into Pow 
tuguese translation} What matters to us fundamentally is 
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the disarming of UNITA so this movet..cat effectively 
becomes a political party instead of an armed organiza- 
tion. As you know, the peace process has experienced 
significant successes. The formation of a single national 
army is a gain for all Angolans and will mark the end 
of the war. [end recording] 


Lesotho 


} esotho: Further on Denial of Government 
Dissolution 


MB2902144296 Maseru Radio Lesotho in Sesotho 
1400 GMT 29 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Broadcasting spokesman Lirwa 
Motete has announced that the broadcast made on Radio 
Lesotho during the midday news broadcast today made 
by one Bolofo Matsoso is not true. Motiti announced 
that the government and the constitution have not 
been suspended. The government is still in power. A 
government spokesman will make an announcement in 
connnection with this incident and about steps to be 
taken against the people who commited this act. The} 
are now in police custody. 


Lesotho: Three Men Arrested for Interrupting 
Radio Broadcast 


MB2902144796 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1330 GMT 29 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] MASERU Feb 29 SAPA — 
Three opposition party supporters in Lesotho were 
arrested on Thursday after they forced their way into 
a Radio Lesotho studio in Maseru und broadcast a 
message that the government had been dissolved. 


One of the trio, Matsoso Bolofo, broadcast a message 
over Radio Lesotho at midday in which he said: 
“The government and Parliament of Lesotho have been 
dissolved.” 


He and the other two men, [words indistinct], forced 
thei: way into the studio as an announcer was reading 
the iews. 


They made staff lie face downwards on the floor while 
Bolofo read out his message. 


He listed several grievances against the Lesotho Gov- 
@ +t, among them a claim that the government had 
fiiicu ‘oe COUNtTy uNCONStitutiONnally since it took over 
in 1 79> 


Soon afterwards Lesotho Army officers walked in and 
arrested the men. The men were interrogated at Radio 
Lesotho's premises before being driven away to the 
Maseru Central Charge Office in an open truck under 
police escort. 
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A large crowd of Maseru residents who heard the 
broadcast gathered outside the Radio Lesotho building. 


The government had not reacted to the incident by 3pm. 


The broadcast came a few hours afler Prime Minister 
Ntsu Mokhehle had addressed a two-day seminar on the 
role of the Lesotho Defence Force in a democracy. 


Lesotho: SABC Correspondent Reports on 
Conditions in Country 


MB2902164696 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1522 GMT 29 Feb 96 


[From the "PM Live" program] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] [Announcer Brett Davidson} 
We move now to Lesotho where troops today arrested 
three members of two opposition parties who forced 
their way into a studio of the state broadcaster and 
announced a coup. On the iine from Maseru 1s reporter 
Candy Ramainwane. Candy, what happened today” 


[Ramainwane] As you probably know now, at | PM 
{1100 GMT], our time here, three civilians went to Ra- 
dio Lesotho, held the technicians and announcers there 
hostage, grabbed the news microphone and announced 
that they were taking over the government of ... [pauses] 
they were dissolving the government of Lesotho, dis- 
soiving the Parliament of Lesotho, and suspending the 
constituuion of Lesotho because the democratic govern- 
ment of Dr. Ntsu Mokhehle had tailed to bring peace 
and unity among the Basotho. He also accused them of 
squandering public funds. He said he was making the 
announcement on behalf of the traditional leaders and 
leaders of the opposition parties of Lesctho. 


[Davidson] Now have these people in fact been ar- 
rested” 


{[Ramainwane] Yes, indeed. They were immediately 
arrested by members of the Lesotho Defense Force who 
are operating as guards at the Radio Lesotho complex — 
handed them over to the Maseru police who are keeping 
them in custody now. 


{Davidson} And have the authorities managed to find 
out if these people were acting on behalf of a greater 
group or if they were just acting on their own? 


{[Ramainwane] Well, I spoke to the Office of the King 
earlier in the day and they denied any knowledge of the 
men and they said the king ... [pauses] they said that 
the king has got absolutely nothing to do with that and 
he's just a constitutional monarch and he'll abide by the 
rules of this country. I have not been successful trying 
to locate Mr. Retsilisitsoe Sekhonyana who is the leader 
of the Basotholand National Party 


is report may contain copynghted matenal. Copying and dissemination 
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{Davidson} What happened around the country when 
this announcement was made over the radio? 


{Ramainwene}] Well, this thing really shocked every- 
body. It took everybody off guard, but the thing is very 
immediately, about an hour or so later, the minister of 
information and broadcasting, Mr. Lira Motete, came 
on the radio and [words indistinct]. 


{Davidson} What is happening right now? Are people 
carrying on with their business as usua’”’ 


{[Ramainwane} Yes, indeed it is so. What we are waiting 
on is the government's ... [pauses] or, you know, 
elaborate statement on what they are going to do with 
those people and all the implications and everything. We 
are waiting on them. Radio Lesotho keeps on telling us 
that we should be on alert because the government will 
soon be making a statement, a wider statement now. 


[Davidson] Is there any evidence of extra security in the 
capital? 


{[Ramainwane} No, no, no, no, nothing, nothing at all. 


{Davidson} Thanks very much. That's Candy Ra» » 
wane on the line from Maseru. 


Lesotho: Prime Minister Urges Nation To gnu: 
Attempted Coup 


MB29 2171896 Maseru Radio Lesotho in English 
1612 GMT 29 Feb 96 


[Statement read by Lesotho Prime Minister Dr. Ntsu 
Mokhehle on 29 February; place not given — recorded] 


[FR'S Transcribed Text] The nation is asked to ignore 
with contempt the statement made over Radio Lesotho 
this afternoon by a certain Bolofo, who claimed to have 
toppled the government. Members of the LDF (Lesotho 
Defense Force} stauioned at Radio Lesotho have arrested 
three men in connection with the incident, and handed 
them over to the police. 


The three men are Matsoso Bolofo, formerly of the 
NSS [National Security Service]; (Ledingo Monyane), 
formerly of the LDF, and a man called (Seseoana). 
What surprises the government is that, as with former 
coup attempts, this one follows closely upon a BNP 
[Basotholand National Party] meeting, held at (Ma 
Ntadiseng) this morning, and the statement Bolofo 
read is similar to the document circulated at tha. 
meeting. The three are in detention, and undergoing 
questioning. People are asked not to take the law into 
their own ands, as the law enforcement agencies are 
now handling the matter. Khotso [Peace] Pula [Rain] 
Nala [Prosperity]. 
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Lesotho: Maseru Reported ‘Calm, Attempted 
Coup Called ‘Joke’ 
MBO0103083396 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0741 GMT 1 Mar 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} MASERU March | SAPA 
The situation in Maseru on Friday was quiet following 
Thursday's incident in which three men burst into the 
studios of Radio Lesotho and broadcast a message 
saying government and Parliament had been dissolved 
Lesotho Army officers arrested the tno within minutes 
of the lunchume broadcast. 


A SAPA correspondent in Maseru said the cily Was calm 
and people appeared to have laughed off the coup” as 
a joke. 


Lesotho Prime Minister Dr Ntsu Mokhehle identuied the 
man who had made the broadcast as Matsoso Bololoto, 
a former member of the National Security Service, 
currently employed as a security guard at the Lesotho 
Bank. The other two were identifid as Lelingoane 
Jonathan, a former member of the Lesotho Detence 
Force, and Lennox Sesioana, a tarmer in the Maseru 
distict and vice chairman of the small Opposition 
United Party. The police interrogation of the three was 
continuing on Friday and there was no indication when 
ney would appear in court. 


Mokhehle on Thursday might told his people to ignore 
the broadcast “with contempt" 


Swaziland 
Swaziland: Mandela Arrives for Talks With Kin, 


MBO103112796 Johannesbure SAPA in Enelish 
1119 GMT 1 Mar 96 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] MBABANE March | SAPA 
—- President Nelson Mandela arrived in Swaziland at the 
lunch hour on Friday for talks with Swazi King Msw 
If at the king’s Lozitha Palace, a SAPA correspondent 
reported. 


Mandela and his entourage were met at Matsapa Airport 
by the king and a delegation of officials in 4 low-key 
ceremony. Minutes later the two sides were whisked 
away in limousines to the palace. Mandela is expected 
to hold 4 press briefing on his meeting with the Swass 
king on his return to Pretoria later on Friday 


The “secret” one-day visit was arranged after Mswati's 
proposed visit to South Africa on Friday (today) was 
cancelled due to advance publicity in the South Afmecan 
media, sources told SAPA earlier in the day. Mandela 
is understood to have closely monitored Swazitiand’s 
politcal situation, particularly popular demands for 
reform and introduction of a muluparty sysiem 
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Swaziland: Government Reportedly ‘Cracking 
Down’ on Activists 


MBO103112996 Mbabane THE SWAZI OBSERVER 
in English 1 Mar 96 pp 1, 2 


[Report by Sibusiso Mngadi] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} Four weeks after the mass 
stay-away Called by the Swaziland Federation of Trade 
Unions (SFTU) government is cracking down on key 
elements suspected to have instigated public violence. 


Already, three well known activists including three 
street vendors have been arrested and charged under the 
Public Order Act of 1963 for causing public violence 
and intimidation. 

Latest activists to be arrested in the major crackdown are 
Chairman of the Hhohho branch of the Swaziland Na- 
tional Association of Civil Servants (SNACS), Mr Elliot 
Mkhatshwa and the Secretary General of Buumba Be- 
maswati (hunters for the Swazis, vendors’ association}, 
Mr Mathokoza Thwala. 


It is rumoured that there is a long list of activists targeted 
by government security agents in the crackdown. The 
offences are under the Public Order Act which the 
SFTU said should he removed before they return to 
the negotiation table. Although negouations began this 
week at the Mountain Inn in Mbabane the law has not 
been revoked. 
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Mr Mkhatshwa was arrested yesterday morning in Mba- 
bane and was later released by the Mbabane Magistrate 
Mr Jacobus Annandale on a E250 [emalangeni) bail. 
He is alleged to have intimidated the owners of Pick-A- 
Chicken in Mbabane by forcing them to close the shop 
warning that the shup would be burnt by demonstrators 
if they did not comply. 


Thwala was arrested and charged with three women 
street vendors for allegedly causing public violence 
during demonstrations in Manzini in January. 


Teacher and activist Mr Mphandlana Shongwe who 
was initially charged with sedition for allegedly pulling 
down the national flag was recently given an additional 
charge of public violence. 


The SFTU leaders — President Mr Richard Nxumalo, 
Secretary General Mr Jan Sithole and Assistant Secre- 
tary General Mr Jabulani Nxumalo — were the first to 
be charged under the Act which was effected by Prime 
Minister Prince Mbilini in the wake of the workers stay- 
away. However the three were released after the Direc- 
tor of Public Prosecutions (DPP) had withdrawn charges 
under mysterious circumstances. 


Tension is gripping civic organisations and political 
formations in fear of their leaders who were active 
during the national stayaway. 


8 report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Benin 


Benin: Borders Closed in Preparation for 
Presidential Election 


ABO103143596 Paris AFP in English 
1333 GMT | Mar 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Cotonou, Mar | (AFP) — 
Benin closed its borders on Friday {1 March], two days 
ahead of a presidential election, to prevent an influx of 
false voters from neighboring west African countries, 
Officials said. 


The sealing off of the frontier took effect at midnight 
Thursday (2300 GMT) and will end at 7:00 a.m. on 
Monday. 


President Nicephore Soglo, who is standing tor oilice 
again, told journalists Friday that "on the occasion of 
each election, measures are taken to prevent people 
bringing in contingents". 


"We know that from certain neighboring countries, there 
are people who come in with prepared voting papers and 
so on,” Soglo added. "I can't say any more." 


Benin has borders wiih Burkina Faso, Niger, Nigeria 
and Togo. 


Several times in the run-up to the democratic poll, 
Beninese authorities have accused supporters of former 
military ruler Mathieu Kerekou, who is also standing for 
election, of wanting to install a “climate of insecurity”. 


Cote d’Ivoire 


Cote d’Ivoire: Sierre Leone Government, RUF 
Begin Peace Talks 29 Feb 


AB2902 133796 Abidjan Radio Cote d'Ivoire Chaine 
Nationale-Une Network in French 
1245 GMT 29 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) The second session of peace 
talks between the Sierra Leonean Government and the 
Revolutionary United Front [RUF] opened this morning 
at the conference hall of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
Following their meeting on 25 February, the two sides 
had agreed to meet again to examine how they could 
start a constructive dialogue to end the civil war. 
The government delegation is being led by Lieutenant 
Colonel Charles Ntayo while that of the RUF is led by 
Dr. Mohammad Barrie. 


In the prayer prior to the opening of the talks, the leader 
of the government delegation asked God not to consider 
the personal interest of each side but that of Sierra 
Leone. For his part, Foreign Minister Amara Essy who 
is chairing these peace talks made it a point to recall the 
importance of the 25 February session and expressed 
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to the two delegations the wish of the head of state, 
President Henri Konan Bedie: 


[Begin Essy recording} Last Sunday's session was very 
important because after five years of discussions, it was 
the first time that the two delegations were meeting. 
It was me both delegations got to know each other 
and to know the objectives each side is pursuing. We 
are now Starting the second session which centers on 
deeper discussions. Cote d'Ivoire is a country of peace 
and dialogue and we are happy to receive you here. We 
hope these talks will lead to positive results. This is 
President Henri Konan Bedie's most ardent wish. We 
shall listen to both sides because some events did take 
place in Sierra Leone and we must understand all that 
happened and draw conclusions from it. This can be 
useful for us in future discussions. [end recording) 


Cote d'Ivoire: Further on Sierra Leone 
Government-Rebel Peace Talks 


AB2902215396 Abidjan La Chaine Une Television 
Network in French 2000 GMT 29 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] Negotiations between the mil- 
itary junta in power in Sierra leone and the armed re- 
bellion represented by the Revolutionary United Front 
[RUF] resumed in Abidjan this morning at the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs. The purpose of the negotiations was 
to find a suitable solution to the crisis, which has been 
prevailing in Sierra Leone for more than four years now. 
Details from Brice Dagou Zouzoua: 


{Begin recording} [Zouzoua] The second phase of the 
Abidjan talks is now on. The two warring Sierra 
Leonean factions began meeting this morning in our 
economic capital a few days after the first meeting 
that took place on 25 February. The military junta’s 
delegation is led by Colonel Charles Bayo and the 
RUF'’s delegation by Dr. Barry. 


At a ume when families are suffering in conflict zones 
in Sierra Leone, a lot is expected from this meeting 
between the feuding brothers. This was contained in the 
call made this morning by Foreign Minister Amara Essy 
at the opening of this second meeting that was placed 
under the sign of hope and tolerance. 


[Essy] We hope that at the end of these discussions, 
we will have something positive. This is the greatest 
hope expressed by President Henri Konan Bedie and 
I would like to thank you. We will listen to all the 
sides because incidents took place in Sierra Leone and 
we should understand what happened and draw up the 
necessary conclusions. | think that this will be useful in 
view of future discussions. [end recording] 
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Guinea The second issue of importance examined by the USTN 
Guinea: Preliminary Investigation Begins Into Feb extraordinary general assembly was the nauonal forum. 
Mutiny Concerning it, this is what the general assembly decided: 


ABO103100596 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
0730 GMT | Mar 96 


[FBIS Translated Text) In Guinea, a preliminary in- 
vestigation has begun into the mutiny that occurred in 
Conakry in early February. The charges leveled against 
those involved are threatening state security, looting, 
and devastation. Additional charges are murder, destruc - 
tion, and armed robbery. 


Niger 
Niger: Labor Federation Declares Stand on Pay 
Cuts, National Forum 


AB2902204496 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1200 GMT 29 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] After its original schedule 
was extended by one day, the extraordinary general as- 
sembly of the Federation of Labor Unions of Niger 
(USTN] ended last night. This assembly, which was 
much-awaited because of the new order in the country, 
declared its stand on various issues including the thorny 
one of people being asked to make sacrifices. Concern- 
ing this, the labor federation rejected the principle of any 
direct cuts from government workers’ salaries, but not 
quite. Let us listen to USTN secretary general Ibrahim 
Mayaki, in a statement recorded by Moussa Idrissa: 


{Begin Mayaki recording] Just like the other citizens of 
Niger, we cannot exclude ourselves from the national 
solidarity effort the people of this country have been 
asked to make. However, experience has shown that 
each time there is a question of making sacrifices, 
workers are not asked to contribute freely, and willingly, 
and as much as they want, but rather it is always stated 
in terms of reducing the wage bill. This is why the 
general assembly rejected the principle of any salary 
deductions in the form of a percentage or anything of the 
sort. However, comrades are free to contribute as they 
deem appropriate. We even encourage them to do so. 
We are not asking them to contribute [word indistinct) 
directly. 


Contributions are being made for national reconstruc- 
tion, and I think as far as that is concerned, it is not 
necessary to ask for this or that percentage. People can 
contribute beyond what may be decided by the USTN. 
So this is why we did not want to fix an amount. Those 
workers in the other sectors, who announced that they 
will give 30 or 40 percent of their salaries, it is all well 
and , ood. We even encourage them and say that is very 
good, but now the others too must be allowed to freely 
say what they can give. [end recording] 


[Begin Mayaki recording] The general assembly agreed 
on the principle of the qualitative parucipauion of the 
USTN as an organization. Therefore, it is obvious that 
we do not intend to participate simply as individuals 
{words indistinct}. Now, if there are some people who 
wish to participate anonymously, | think that ts their 
own business, they are free to do so. 


Sull on the national forum, we also examined the issue 
of political systems in relauon to what is done here and 
there. I think the USTN agreed on a semi-presidential 
system. It al.» agreed that it is necessary to advocate 
a total multiparty system. If there are any conditions 
for limiting political parties, I believe they can only 
be laid down in such terms, but it would be absurd to 
decree that there should be no political parties in Niger. 
We agreed on the semi-presidential system because, as 
you know very well... [pauses] It is not because we 
experienced the same semi- presidential system and had 
{words indistinct] that we must say, because of that, 
we should opt for something else. No, we think it is 
not good to put so much power [words indistinct] into 
the hands of just one person. [end recording) (passage 
omitted] 


Finally, on issues of national or specific interest, the 
general assembly asked the government to reduce the 
UUTS [expansion unknown] rate, restore consutuuional 
legality in the shortest possible time, and abide strictly 
by the election timetable. It adopted a special resolution 
which, notably, called for the lifting of the state of 
emergency and restoration of fundamental freedom. 


Nigeria 


Nigeria: State Administrators Summoned to Abuja 
To Discuss Security 


AB2902224296 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 1800 GMT 29 Feb 96 


([FBIS Transcribed Excerpt) State administrators have 
been summoned to the general staff headquarters, 
Abuja, to a meeting as part of measures to ensure 
security of lives and property in the nation. The chief 
of general staff, Lieutenant General Oladipo Diya, 
announced this today in Abuja at his monthly news 
briefing. State House correspondent Haruna Idriss has 


the report: 
[Begin recording] [Idriss} The chief of general staff, 
who was responding to a question on the security 


Situation in the country as well as plans by some 
groups to disrupt the coming local government elections, 
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disclosed that the government was not taking any 
chances and that the state administrators are meeting 
in group in order to emphasize the point. Gen. Diya 
underscored government's determination to ensure the 
security of lives before and after the elections. 


(Diya) (Words indistinct), but in trying to do that we 
must be careful not to create a situation where the 
presence of security men cannot be misconstrued to 
drive people away from coming out to vote. So all this 
will be explained to the voters, because the basis of all 
this is that we must provide security on the eve of the 
election and on the day of the election, so that whoever 
wants to vole can come out and vote without any threat 
to his life and without any threat to anybody's property. 
{passage indistinct] 


[Idriss) He said government is disturbed by the rise in 
crime wave in the country and disclosed that logistics 
[services] are putting in place a task force to combat the 
problem. [passage omitted] [end recording] 


Sierra Leone 


Sierra Leone: RUF Rebels Said Maiming Citizens 
After Voting 


AB2902 184496 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705S GMT 29 Feb 96 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program) 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] One region of Sierra Leone 
where there has been a lot of trouble during this election 
week is around Maxeni in the north. In some areas 
attacks by armed men meant voting did not take place 
at all. Now, there has been more trouble and people are 
comi.z to Makeni claiming they have been punished 
because they cast their votes. On the line to Makeni, 
Alice Martin asked journalist Sylvester Rogers, what 
has been going on: 


[Begin recording] [Rogers] Five people were brought 
to the Makeni Government Hospital. They have been 
hospitalized. Some of them were stabbed on their 
head, other had their hands chopped off by RUF 
{Revolutionary United Front] rebels who said because 
they have been identified by the indelible ink on their 
fingers. So they have cut their hands off. Some of them 
were stabbed on their head, some of them have had their 
hands been bayonetied. 


[Martin] The people that you talked to, who had had 
their hands severed, what did they say about their 
attackers”? What did their attackers say to them? 


[Rogers] There were men purported to be rebels, dressed 
in military combat fatigues, cut off their hands. Because 
they said they voted and they had earlier on said that 
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voting should be postponed. That was the punishment 
they had given them because they voted. 


{Martin} And it is clear whether they were rebels or 
soldiers? 


(Rogers) Well, it could be both because these are people 
purported to be rebels but they were dressed in military 
combat fatigues. 


(Martin) And as far as you know, it is just five people 
that have been brought in? 


[Rogers] Five people have been hospitalized. But eight 
people are reported killed at the Mabourka Town, the 
district headquarter of Tonkolili District. That was over 
the national radio a few minutes ago. 


{Martin} What about the atmosphere in Makeni today, 
presuming ballot boxes are being counted? | gathered 
some politicians are crying foul? 


[Rogers] Yes, they are crying foul. Like the National 
Democratic Alliance. They wrote a petition which was 
endorsed by five other political parties about a particular 
chiefdom where they are alleging that voting never 
took place. But there are boxes with ballot papers to 
be counted by election officers. I spoke to the INEC 
(Interim National Electoral Commission] boss here for 
the north, he said that cannot stop the counting of 
ballot papers, but he will include that in his report. [end 
recording] 


Sierra Leone: Seven Parties Demand Annulment of 
Elections 


ABO103123596 Paris AFP in English 
1156 GMT | Mar 96 


([FBIS Transcribed Text) Freetown, March 1 (AFP) 
— A majority of Sierra Leone's 13 political parties 
have demanded the annulment of general elections held 
early this week in the civil war-torn country, alleging 
irregularities, sources said Friday [1 March). 


At least seven parties have sent letters to the Interim 
National Electoral Commission (INEC) and military 
junta leader General Julius Maada Bio giving details 
of their complaints about Monday and Tuesday's poll, 
the sources said. 


They argued that voting could not be conducted properly 
in some regions of the impoverished west African 
country because of insecurity caused by the conflict 
between Revolutionary United Front (RUF) rebels and 
the Army. 


Fraud also marred the elections, with some people 
voting several times, the parties complained. 


1s report may contain copynghted material Copying and dissemination 
18 prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. | 
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The Nauional Unity Party (NUP), led by John Karimu 
and considered close to the junta, is among the move- 
ments to want the annulment of both the general elec- 
ions and a presidential poll held at the same ume. 


Observers noted that none of the three parties believed 
to be well ahead in the vote have challenged the conduct 
of the elecuion, from which official results have yet to 
be released. 


The three include Ahmad Tejan Kabbah’s Sierra Leone 
People's Party (SLPP), founded in 1951 and the oldest 
in the former Briush colony, which was already count- 
ing on victory Friday. 


On Thursday, Commonwealth observers and monitors 
from the Organization of African Unity and among 
diplomats posted here paid tribute to the INEC for what 
they described as the free and open management of the 
elections, in spite of the war. 
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The demands for the cancellation of the poll have caused 
serious alarm among residents of Freetown, who were 
wondering if they would not give the military a chance 
to cling on to the power it seized in 1992, a year after 
the rebels launched their insurrection. 


Late Thursday, in Ivory Coast's economic capital Abid- 
jan, a delegation of the RUF engaged in peace nego- 
liations with the junta warned thal the rebels will not 
recognise the outcome of the voung. 


The elections, the first held under a multiparty system 
in Sierra Leone since 1967, were marred by the deaths 
of at least 27 people, according to hospital sources, in 
violence largely blamed on the Army. 
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